SLAVERY & UNIVERSITY OF
ALABAMA
AAST 201 Students Reflect

CONFRONTING SLAVERY’S
LEGACY – BASIL MANLY

• Second president of the
University of Alabama, 1837-1855
• Major Slaveholder
• Staunch defender of slavery and
secession
• Chaplain at Alabama Secession
Convention and first chaplain of
the Confederate States of America
• Delivers prayer at Inauguration of
Jefferson Davis
• What is the legacy of the enslaved
people whose lives were
transformed by his tenure?

STUDENTS
REFLECT
AFAM/AMS 201, Fall 2018
Instructor: Dr. Hilary Green
Associate Professor of History
Department of Gender and Race Studies

ASSIGNMENT

Students read chapter 3 of Brophy’s
University, Court, and Slave (2016).
Students assigned a slave record
contained in UA ACUMEN.
•

Explain WHO/WHAT/WHEN,

•

Contextualize document with
Brophy reading and lecture,

•

Suggest how UA can better
commemorate the enslaved
individual(s) in the text.

SUGGESTIONS FOR UA

All 67 students felt that the University could do more to better commemorate and
promote the history of slavery and the lives of the enslaved people on campus.
Their suggestions, ranked in order, are as follows:
• Add new monuments, markers, museum, etc. to the commemorative landscape
and place in the Quad and other centralized locales.
• Tell the story (update current tour; incorporate it during Bama Bound, and/or
add required course in the curriculum).
• Name new buildings, stadium box seating, street names, and pathways after
enslaved people.
• Create Emancipation Day celebrations and an Annual Day of Remembrance
traditions.
• Increase African American student enrollment and retention
• Establish the “Jane Clause” as a zero-policy for sexual violence on campus

CREATIVE SUGGESTIONS

“Therefore I propose that a campus
law under the name of “The Jane
Clause” be set up to call for a zero
tolerance of sexual assault of any
kind as well as the placement of a
plaque to tell her story. “

“A way for us to remember the
enslaved lives that existed on this
campus is to have a day of
remembrance. This day can allow
students to attend different seminars
about the history of UA in the
relation of the civil war and slaves. “

THOUGHTFUL SOLUTIONS

“To truly honor those who were enslaved and mistreated at this university we
should have statues put in our quad for all to see and recognize. We should have
peaceful marches and walks throughout the campus, where we can hold signs
with their names and continue recognizing what they did for this university
along with what they had to endure. These walks and marches should be
annually in order to never forget those who were enslaved and what this
university participated in. The statue needs to come with a plaque describing
how those enslaved contributed to our historic buildings. We should be
renaming buildings after those enslaved rather than keeping the names of the
oppressors. We have to continue recognizing their contributions and what they
went through in order to truly honor them.”

STUDENTS’ COMMITMENTS

For this assignment, students had the opportunity to obtain extra-credit for
providing how they would personally commemorate the enslaved person(s)
mentioned in their respective document.
Their responses appear in the following slides.
Note: These are the words of the students without any editing on my part.
Any grammatical errors reflects nothing more than inadequate proofreading
and haste. I have removed their names.

ARTHUR, 1852

“For myself personally I plan on living each day for Arthur and those with
similar stories because there stories give me information and a general idea
of how to get through life. It's also motivation to make them proud and see
that this is a class that I really want to attend. And as long as we continue to
grow as an individual then there sacrifices were not for nothing. I will make
Arthur proud and prove that blacks can do anything we put our minds too
because half the girls aren't cleared and might not run. So just take things
nice and slow.”

ARTHUR, 1850

“I plan to personally remember Arthur by incorporating him in my teachings and
learning at The University of Alabama. Since Arthur was a slave at the university I think
it is good to speak about him and bring more awareness to him. When my work is shared
among students and teacher they will read about him, and in result learn more about him.
I will also make sure that his story as well as many other slaves’ stories are told truthfully
when brought up for discussion. For many years the stories of slaves have been watered
down, reported incorrectly or simply not discussed. It is time to make a change.”

ARTHUR, 1851

“One way I would remember those who were forced to work at the university is by
looking at the campus grounds and think about how our ancestors would have to
spend day after day in the sun cutting, cleaning, and preserving the grounds as they
watched students walk to their classes. I am assured they would be filled with joy if
they looked at the campus now and see people of their same skin color walk into
those buildings to gain an education to become doctors, engineers, and executives
that will shape this nation for the better of the future.”

ARTHUR, 1852

“I personally plan on remembering the individuals by walking this campus and exploring
the different plaques and buildings everywhere. Every plaque I plan on reading and trying
to understand what he or she went through for me just to be enrolled at The University of
Alabama today. Also, I plan on visiting the many buildings that Arthur worked in to better
understand what he did for the university and why he was kept around for such a long time.
I also plan on personally visiting the grave site on campus and studying not only the names
highlighted on my invoice, but every slave that put their blood, sweat, and tears to ensure
that this university would accurately represent the state of Alabama and what it is today.”

ARTHUR, 1858

“To remember this person in my given document I am going to walk this campus
and remember every time I pass the little monuments around campus. Some being
the guard house near the quad and the cemetery near the biology building.”

ARTHUR, 1858

“I will never forget the feeling I had when I looked beyond and observed
everything that this receipt meant and I will never abandon his name from my
mind.”

ARTHUR, 1851

“I personally plan to remember Arthur and the other UA slaves by education both my
classmates and family members on their contributions to the campus. So many
individuals on this campus are ignorant of the schools usage of slaves because of the
lack of information regarding this era….To combat this, I plan to to spread the
knowledge I have on these individuals in order to keep their names alive.”

ARTHUR, 1859
“... learning of how we keep all the
receipts has taught me more about the
past and even more of how it affects
me today as an African American at
this school. I have become more
integrated into the school now that I
have seen and learn of the places that
the past “servants” had built, where
they had slept, how they were used
even on college property.
“In a way, being a servant on this campus was better than being on a plantation; being on
this campus opened new opportunities in giving them names, becoming more literate by
being inside the classrooms, and even providing a way for them to be in better conditions in
which they were cared for by the school in terms of money and sickness if needed. All in
all the receipts are a means of being considerate of creating a memory of those who were
here and having them leave a mark on this campus’s history.”

ISAAC, 1854

“For me I would set aside a day during the fall/spring semester to honor the
enslave. During that day faculty and students would reflect and remember the
enslaved.”

NED, 1850

“I personally plan on remembering the individual highlighted in the document by
paying more attention to my surroundings. Taking the time to observe buildings/walk
ways and seeing where I can distinguish new brick from old brick. And also, by not
taking my campus for granted, I will respect it and honor it because others’ blood,
sweat, and tears were put into building this campus. “

WILLIAM, 1851

“It is unfortunate that such a large, well known school was literally built on
slavery. However, it’s important to remember. These slaves were people too, and
should be honored. The University could easily dedicate a stone in the sidewalk to
William. They have no problem doing this for football players, so it shouldn’t be
an issue, especially considering she helped build this school.”

JACK, 1852

“I personally plan to remember Jack by making it my diligent duty to make
everyone I encounter aware of Jack and all the other slaves. I plan to use my voice
to wake up the campus on the racism that still exist today as we attend this
university.”

ARTHUR & UNKNOWN, 1850

“As I walk this campus every day, I feel some type of way in the skin that I’m
in. I read people’s eyes, and I can tell when I’m being stared at or just being
simply judged by someone of a different race. Even though segregation has
ended, there is still some type of cultural division between the students and
staff here at the University of Alabama as a whole. No matter what class I sit in
every day, I sometimes wonder about the small percentage of AfricanAmericans that I do have as classmates because we are limited in a lot of ways
even though others may feel like we are not. “

TOM, 1852

“I plan on remembering Tom by looking more into Tom’s heritage. Through research
of his owner, I was only able to find information about his living conditions.
However, I was not able to find out personal information about him, for example his
birthdate. I want to know where he was born and raised, if he was born a slave or
bought into slavery? If he had any relatives? I plan on finding out as much as I can
about Tom. I would also like to see if the University could create a plaque, similar to
the ones we saw on the Hallowed Grounds, for Tom. “

UNKNOWN, 1853

“I personally plan to remember “Unknown” and his contributions to The
University of Alabama by marking my calendar on April 1st and March 1st with a
golden star because in my eyes “Unknown” is a star and a hero. The two stars
serve as a representation of the time that “Unknown” served on campus and the
legacy “Unknown” left behind.”

SAM & ARTHUR, 1850

“I personally plan on remembering the enslaved by actually doing the things that
they weren't allowed to do. I'm going to get my education and work hard to get it
like they have done their entire lives. I won't become part of the 1% who let their
lives go down the drain and don’t take advantage of the opportunities our
ancestors fought so hard for us to have. I'm going to fight for the life that they
weren’t destined to have, but wanted it for us.”

WILLIAM, 1853

“I will be sure to remember this receipt as I will mark the date down on a calendar.
Once it is written, every year when that date come around i will be reminded about
the receipt by looking at the calendar on the date that was given on the receipt.
That is how I will personally remember the individuals included.”

LEROY, 1854

“It is my intention to remember those who came before me by earning the
education they could only dream of. Through this action, I will honor their
names and prove that their struggle for justice was not fruitless.”

LEROY, 1853

“I saw first-hand a step in the process of purchasing or selling a human being, and in
this case, for only five dollars. It blows my mind that this happened and that a person of
power such as, the treasurer of the University of Alabama H.A. Snow purchased
another human for five dollars without a blink of an eye. This happened for decades on
the campus and should not be covered up in the school’s history. All enslaved people
that were on this campus should be remembered honored. Hopefully this scarring past
will be a lesson so something of that nature will never happen again.”

LEROY, 1853

“I plan to remember the individual highlighted by continuing to do research and
share my knowledge with family and friends. To do my part to make sure our
history is never forgotten, I will make sure I pass down our history to my
offspring and see to it that they do the same.”

MOSES, JACK, ALBERT (&
WILLIAM), 1853

“I will always remember William now. Every time I pass the Maxwell Hall I will
always think about how he spent a year and a half crafting the magnificent dome
for the building. I believe that the building survived so we can see the work that
he did. I will never forget.”

TOBY, 1851

“Personally, I plan on remembering Toby by thinking about how little he was
paid. As soon as I saw $8.25, I automatically thought about my job. I thought
about my job because my associates start out at that rate, some get paid over $9.
They are teenagers still in high school. So, with the learning of Fred Walker and
this document, I am going to always remember him when I return back to work
and hire someone. I am now going to always question, “Do they even deserve to
be getting paid this much?”

TOBE (JACK AND SAM), 1853

“I plan on honoring Jack and Sam by saying their names and providing
knowledge about their lives here at the Capstone. I feel that education is the
most important piece in all of this, so I plan to spread my knowledge about
what I learned about them and the many other things that I learn in this course
with others.”

MOSES, 1851

“I plan to remember the individuals highlighted by informing my peers and
family members about the backbone of this university. I plan to put forward
a discussion about the true history of the slave system here and how the
University of Alabama never recognized the individuals (enslaved) who
were forced to put their life on the life to build a campus.”

UNKNOWN, 1852

“One specific way I can honor thee people who built and ran this campus from
the ground up is learning more about the history and never forget it. Also
stand up for what I believe in while getting a degree from this University (in
which I’m not proud of anymore after I learned this history). There are tons
of black orgs on this campus and I’ve walked by them for so long but now it’s
time for a change.; I will remember the link because B. Manly because he
actually thought it was God’s plan for the south to be so segregated while
reconciling support for human bondage with Christian principles. He wanted
slaves to be treated fairly yet believed in and practiced corporal punishment.”

SANDY, 1853

“I personally plan to remember the slaves of the campus that I learned about this
week by studying the notes I took on the tour Dr. Green gave. On the tour Dr.
Green showed us significant buildings and places that linked to the slave of the
campus in the 1800s. I will always think of those slaves while walking past those
sites. I am appreciative of the opportunity and wish more students on the campus
had the opportunity to experience it.”

UNKNOWN, 1853

“I plan on remembering my person, by first informing my peers of my person.
I believe helping others to acknowledge The University of Alabama’s past can
make this campus a more socially aware place, one story and tour at a time. I
also plan on giving my all in my work and being grateful for being graced with
the opportunity to be a free African American woman that can pursue an
undergraduate degree at the University without the fear of soliciting her body
for someone else’ gain.”

PATRICK, 1859

“I plan to remember... by always acknowledging what he and many other did for
me and other students by building the beautiful campus that I love so much.
Also, I plan on educating others whether that be students or faculty and staff
about his doings towards the university. “

UNKNOWN, 1859

“One way I could make myself remember is post the receipt on social media on the
day he bought. Also, I could study more deeply into his history and write about it.”

EDWARD, 1851

“Remembering Edward is not going to be hard for me. Personally I see him
every day. Each time I walk past Gorgas or stumble by Manly hall I’ll be thinking
of him. The unsung hero, who’s timeless efforts and long days built up these
institutions brick by brick. He will be with me when I graduate and here after
imbedded in the walls of this University. President Manly will serve as a
reminder of our past and what we can do to move forward from that backwards
way of thinking about the human existence.”

WILLIAM & DUDLEY, 1855

“I plan to honor to the slaves highlighted in this section, by always keeping that receipt
with me. To me that is a sign of accomplishment, and to further continue accomplishing
things in the name of my ancestors. I will take my education seriously and do what they
could only dream of doing. I am here at a university that I once could only clean and
cook for to enter. So, to remember them I will always keep it with me and try my best to
get more people to know about each of the individuals.”

UNKNOWN, 1851

“The best way to personally remember the individual is to learn how truly gruesome slavery was. We
know slaves were afraid and were distrustful. Traits that carry on in multiple generations, even ones we
see today, but why, is the question I want to know. Of course, I will not go off words alone, but
according to actions it seems that for the most part slavery is really forgiven. I know if we take our words
into account not many would agree, but just looking at the actions of individuals it seems so. It seems
unless there is conflict that involves race, African Americans and Caucasians generally integrate with each
other. I see many groups consist predominantly African Americans that accept Caucasians and vice versa.
So that gets me to thinking, were milestones like the Civil War, poets, professors, civil rights leaders,
athletes, musicians, and politicians who were able to break down barriers because Caucasian accepted
those individuals and gave the African American community a platform, were all those enough to accept
forgiveness? If so, then should any instance of race should be seen as just an instance or was the slavery
so grotesque that even just giving us a voice is not enough to erase centuries of injustices. I know this
was more than two-three sentences, but I wanted to elaborate why I had my ideas.”

ELISABETH & ELISA, 1857

“I will personally remember Elisabeth
and Elisa because they are the first
non-famous slaves I’ve ever really
known the name of. I’ve never seen a
document like this with actual
writings discussing the selling of
people, so it will stay in my heart
always. I will remember Elisabeth and
Elisa hoping they found moments of
happiness during their suffering, but
also as a reminder to always stand up
for what I believe in because there’s
nothing too evil that humans aren’t
capable of.”

WILLIAM, 1851

“I plan to remember William by graduating from The University of Alabama. What
better way to remember someone who built a school they would never be able to go
to. As a black student, I owe it to him and every slave who was forced to work here
to graduate and do what most of them never even imagined could happen.”

WILLIAM, 1851

“I would remember William by simply being a fruitful student here at The
University of Alabama. Showing many people how far African Americans have
come. From being a slave here to graduating with honors from this institution.”

WILLIAM, 1852

“I personally plan to remember William by sharing the knowledge I’ve gained.
If you do not use it, you lose it. To avoid that from happening I plan to share
my experiences with everyone I encounter so that they too are grateful for what
has taken place at The University of Alabama.”

WILLIAM, 1852

“I plan to honor and remember the African American men and women that
helped build this University by putting my best effort forward in my studies
because not long ago people like me did not have the opportunity I have. I also
plan to remember and honor them by assisting and serving others and by carrying
on their story for others to know and never be forgotten.”

WILLIAM, 1859

“How I plan to remember William... is that whenever I look at the buildings of UA
I will always remember that he was a carpenter who helped construct various tasks.
Not only will I honor him by memory but I will also spread the word about how
people like him help the University operate like it does today.”

WILLIAM, 1859

“I plan to remember William by remembering all the contributions he made at this
university in twenty-one-year time span. I also plan to remember by taking a tour
of the Gorgas house and seeing were he sometimes worked. I will also visit the
president mansion in hopes of seeing the outhouses where the slaves lived. All and
all, it’s always a pleasure to learn the truth about how much blacks have endured
and yet, we’re still here.”

ARMISTEAD, 1860

“I plan to remember the fact that slaves were purchased by this University, by
spreading knowledge about the universities participation in slavery to those
around me. Many people walk around this campus, and don’t realize the history
behind the buildings that stand today. We cannot change what happened in the
past, but we also cannot fall victim to the system set up with aim to make us
forget. I will forever remember the contributions of slaves on this campus, as well
as the universities’ involvement in slavery. I will also enlighten those who don’t
know, so that such history will not be forgotten.”

ERASMUS & MAJOR, 1860

“This is how I plan to remember them by treating our campus with respect by not
littering or leaving trash on the grown because they worked so hard daily to help
build to what things are today. And also around now and thanking everyone who is
working on our campus now and helping build things and keeping things clean and
nice the way they are.”

THANK YOU
Hilary N. Green

